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THE TIDEWATER CHAPTER {BEY EM VEY CORPORATION} OF THE BMW CAR CLUB OF
AMERICA. INC.. IS AN INDEPENDENT GROUP OF BMW OWNERS AND IS NOT ASSO-
CIATED WITH THE MANUFACTURER. IMPORTER- OR DEALERS OF BMW AUTOMOBILES.
MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE JANAF BRANCH OF THE NORFOLK PUBLIC LIBRARY ON
THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED IN "DAS KUMMET."™
THE MEETING TIME IS &:00 PHM.

"DAS KUMMET"™ IS A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE TIDEWATER CHAPTER 4BEY EM
VEY CORPORATION} OF THE BMW CAR CLUB OF AMERICA- INC.. AND IS PROVIDED
BY AND FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE BMW CAR CLUB OF AMERICA ONLY. THE IDEAS.
OPINIONS AND SUGGESTIONS EXPRESSED IN REGARD TO TECHNICAL MATTERS ARE
THOSE OF THE AUTHORS AND NO AUTHENTICATION IS IMPLIED BY THE EDITORS OR
PUBLISHERS. MODIFICATIONS WITHIN THE WARRANTY PERIOD MAY VOID THE WAR-
RANTY . ik

MATERIAL APPEARING IN "DAS KUMMET™ MAY BE REPRINTED WITHOUT PERMISSION
PROVIDED PROPER CREDIT IS GIVEN.

** TIDEWATER CHAPTER OFFICERS **

PRESIDENT ==—=~= RUSTY BARTON - 393-0235 TREASURER ==s===cse-c BRIAN MISSIG - 340-2154
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AT IVITIES **

JULY 17 SELS/SHAPY TECH SESSION = = = nsie &'l in SEE ARTICLE!!!
JULY 19 MEETING - - JanAF BrancH, NorroLk PusLic LiBRARY - 8:00PM

JULY 23-24  CHAPTER CONGRESS - - SHERATON/MILITARY CIRCLE
CockrarLs: b:00PM - Banauet: 7:00PM - See Pres’s CoLumn!!

AUGUST 7 PICNIC - - BMW Event - - - - - - R SEE ARTICLE!!!

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

I'm writing this on the eve of the "Bride &nd Groom IV;" I hope it goes well.

Last month was kind of sparse on activities other than the B&G and a well laid
out and well attended TECH SESSION at DAVE PRITCHARD'S. Memorial Day weekend we had

our first DRIVE OUT of the year and a GOOD START it was. We began the day with a pic-

“Tic at Sleepy Hole Park outside Portsmouth, then we drove up to CHIPPOKES PLANTATION
Just south of SURREY for a tour of the OLD but still operating layout. The tour was
INTERESTING, but marred by the HEAT and some of the most AGGRESSIVE mayflies I've ever
encountered. From Chippokes we journeyed to the JAMESTOWN ferryboat LAND@NG near Sur-
rey and rode the ferry to Jamestown - a REFRESHING cap to the day. Once in James?own
we toured the COLONIAL Parkway down to Willjamsburg and on home from there. A1l in




all 1t was a very enjoyable TRIP and we're looking forward to the NEXT Drive Qut.

JULY will Y 2 BUSY month with EAdE'A NGRS \RALEIDN the 10th, the TECH SES-
SION on the 17th, and the CHAPTER CONGRESS on the 23rd & 24th. We're trying something
new at the Tech Session - a SELL/SWAP MEET in which you can bring ALL those old or
USELESS parts you have lying around, SPREAD 'em out on a blanket, and sell or swap
with others WHO DO the same. So if you're looking to GET RID of some STUFF (Auto re-
lated), bring it to the JULY TECH SESSION — it chould be INTERESTING.

YOU ARE ALL INVITED. to attend the CHAPTER CONGRESS BUFFET BANQUET on Saturday,
July 23rd at the Sheraton/Military Circle. Cost is $12.00 per person which INCQUDES
HORS D'OEUVRES, tax and gratuity. A CASH bar will OPEN at 6PM and the BUFFET will
begin at 7PM. This is a GOOD CHANCE to meet GORDON MEMENICA, ROBERT P. BROOKS, a
COUPLE of NATIONAL OFFICERS, plus people from all Chapters 1n the ATLANTIC ZONE.
NOTE that the $12.00 must be paid IN ADVANCE so we can get an accurate HEAD count.
See me for your advance TICKETS LAST CHANCE to BUY will be at the Club Meeting on
the 19th!

MARK your calendar NOW forxgu
ther details in the ARTICLE.

¢ PICNIC at Newport News Park on August 7th. Fur-

TAKE CARE.
Rusty
COME TO THE BANQUET !!i1py eccecceceece 111111 MEET YOUR NATIONAL OFFICERS

IT'S VERY IMPORTANT TO GET YOUR $12,00 TO RUSTY BY THE MEETING ON THE 19TH

SYNTHETIC OILS - PRO

(Letten to BMWCCA Chapter Newslfettern Editons §rom Bob Brown, President, Towa Chapter)

1've hecently become aware of a Lettern being circulated by a M. Wil Hart, Vice Pres-
(dent of Research and Development, Kendall Refining Company. The Lettern, entitled "Syn-
thetic 0ils: Fact on Fancy”, has shown up in a few CCA newslettens. As a proponent of the
"equal time Law" allow me to challenge a few of Mr. Harnt's opinions.

As President of the Towa Chapten 1'm called on quite often by members to recommend,
evaluate, and justify the utilization of various new products. Quality Lubricants are one
particular area of great interest to all BMW ownerns. My opinion was always - "Casthol Z0W-
50 4in the summern; 10W-40 in the winten". Wrong! 1've since found a Lubricant superior o
any conventional petroleum oil on the manket today. A quality 100% synthetic has phoven
to be the answen to all my Lubsication needs.

Now, being of "sound” mind, T've always been skeptical of the many automotive "gim-
micks" s08d today. That same skepticism Lead me Lo spend several howrs of personal 4n-
vestigation into the menits of synthetic oiks. Aftern reviewing all the major producers o
automotive synthetic Lubiicants 1 decided to thy Amsoil because it Looked Like the best.
I've not been disappointed. 1'm thoroughly convinced that a quality synthetic such as
Amsoid is fan superion to any petroleum Lubricant available today. What's equally Ampor-
tant 45 that my opinion is supported by independent progessional tests as well as Literally
thousands of individual can ownerns, BMWCCA memberns included.

Aften neading Mr. Hant's Letten, it seemed that many of his assertions either gailed
to distinguish between 100% quality synthetic ol and inferion brands, or simply ran
counten to my own experiences. Fon example, Mr. Hart wrote that there 48 a Lack of "de-
velopment sophistication" with synthetics. Not s0; perfommance additive packages used 4in
confunction with esten base 0.ils are well proven. He also said that seal maternials used
n cwvnent engine desdigns are not compatible with synthetic based engine oi£s. Not 50;
quakity synthetic products arne specifically designed to be compatible with seal materials
wsed in industrial and automotive applications. Funthermone, Ma. Hant claimed that "syn-
thetic bases Lack the viscosity required for satisgactorny Lubrication at nommak design
clearnances, operating temperaturnes and othern conditions". Wrong again; a quality synthet-
Lc's Low coefficient of friction Lubricates betten than a petrolewn, thus reducing the
engine's operating temperature. ALL of these factorns contriibute to reduced engine wean.
And Lastly, Mrn. Harnt stated that "the inherent high cost of synthetics s an obvious
problem”.  Again not 0; Zhe proven gas mileage savings along with proven extended drain
intervals more than offset the initial highen cost.

The benegits are morne numerous but I've made my point. Let's not fonget, too, that
A@;ﬁ&za needs non-petroleum Lubricants to neduce the napidly dwindling supply of
petroleum.



CLUB PICNIC AT NEWPORT NEWS PARK

On Sunday, August 7th, we will have our first club picnic EVER.
Ve have chosen Newport News City Park as our site so you Peninsula mem-
bers better be there! We will reserve a shelter and there are grills
so bring your hamburgers and hotdogs. Also, bring the whole fandamily —
this is a family event. We don't have anything special planned - just a
lazy, quiet afternoon with the wife & kids. By the way, if you plan to
bring beer or wine, bring a nondescript cup or glass to put af in!
Newport News City Park is off Rt. 143 just north of Fort Eustis.
We plan to begin around noon — see you there.

Hotototo oot oot ot oot oo HI oI HOH oSO H IO O F OO+ SO+ SIS
SELL/SWAP TECH SESSION

JULY 17714 @ BoB !atTicE’s 1N VIRGINIA BEAcH. To GET_To Bom's,
GO SOUTg ON BIRDNECK RoAD FROM THE EXPRESSWAY, cRosS VA. BEacH BLvD. AND
GO FOR 5> MILES TO A YELLOW CAPE (OD HOUSE_ON THE RIGHT. lE YOU GET TO
GEN. BooTH B5VD" you've GONE TOO FAR!! THE apDRESS 1s 339 S. BIRDNECK
Rb. Brine $2.00 PER CAR FOR REFRESHMENTS.
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TECH TIPS AND ETC.

WORN HOSE - Six cylinder owners should check to see that the air condi-
—~tioner compressor input and/or discharge hoses do not come into contact
Jith the coolant hose which connects the bottom of the radiator to the
thermostat housing. Contact between these hoses is almost inevitable
because of the cramped space and will cause a small hole to be worn in
the radiator hose in less than a year's time. Replace the hose if it's
worn and install some sort of chafe guard on the radiator hose — I use

a nylon cable at the point of contact.

PAINT - Norfolk Paint Co. has an interesting brand of paint in stock —
it's called Ferrothane. According to the label, it is a plastic base
paint with built in rust inhibitors and it needs no primer. The manufac-
turer claims superior impact resistance to conventional paints and a rea-
sonable heat resistance. So far I've used this paint on wheels, rocker
panels, and an air filter assembly with quite satisfactory results.

LOOSE BOLTS - Periodically check the tightness (supposedly 69ft-1bs) of
the two 19mm bolts that attach the brake caliper to each front strut.

They can and do come loose every now and then — complete with much com-
motion, degradation of braking capacity, and nasty gouges in alloy wheels.

SUPER SPRITZER - Since 1970 (year of initial ownership), I've had prob-

lems with clogged windshield washer nozzles on my 4 cyl. BMWs. Generally

some small piece of crud will get into the system & not quite make it out

again. What a p.i.t.a!

MOD 1 for this problem consisted of squeezing the flattened ends of

_the nozzles back to a nearly circular orifice. Not much better. MOD 2

‘nvolved drilling out the ends of the nozzles to a larger diameter. I

pbroke two drill bits and gave up that idea. MOD 3 was simply cutting

off the ends of the nozzles until a point was reached where the internal




diamater was larger and did not contain a drill bit. MOD 3 seemed to be
the answer - until the day of the cataclysmicgawdawfulclog. What it was
I still don't know, but the nozzles were solidly retired.

MOD 4 was the purchase ($9 or so) and installation of two shiny new
special-ordered BMW nozzles. Also installed was a VW type inline fuel o
filter and a second washer pump in parallel with the first. (The second
pump was necessary to overcome the inherent pressure drop caused by the
filter.) At last the washers work — all the time. It's been a year
and a half without a clog or misfire. The best part, though, is the
quarter-mile range.

QUICK & DIRTIES

The rigors of middle age (my cars' middle ages, that is) combined
with acute resistance to purchase expensive parts have prompted quick &
dirty fixes now and then. A few are listed below.

1. Heavy duty aluminum foil glued with GE Silicon Seal to the crudded
over reflector surfaces of parking and tail 1ight lenses is the answer.
Just check the prices on new reflectors if you have doubts. “(This
method is also a nifty way to rejuvenate the reflective surfaces of old
toaster ovens.)

2. Another good use for GE Silicon Seal (licorice flavor) is to seal &
cleverly disquise any cracks or tears in the BMW dashboard & console.
This good stuff is also a terrific muffler patcher.

3. Armorall does prevent rubber and vinyl rot, but what do you do if
the evil ravages of rot have already taken hold? Armorall rubbed into
window moldings using a Dobie brand Teflon scouring pad will cut through
all kinds of rot, filth & residue. The results will be a super slick
surface. A Dobie is also just about the best gadget around for cleaning
splattered bugs off windshields.

4. Spray type rug cleaners (Glory, Woolite, etc.) do a fairly decent
job on BMW carpets if you're willing to rub super soiled spots with a
brush. A1l yours for about $2.00.

5. VW black plastic lug nut covers do a superb job of hiding plain-Jane
or rusted chrome lug nuts. Covers for the Bug (type III) are for 19mm
Tugs and Rabbit type covers are for 17mm lugs. At 45¢ each, they're not
cheap; but they'l1l never rust. That's more than can be said for any
chrome lug nut I've ever seen.

6. The last time you replaced the water pump on your 4 cyl. you did not
(I1'11 wager) replace the copper sealing washers used under the bolts.

THE BOOK says to replace them, but let's face it, making a special order
for them is silly. The copper washers in a VW oil change kit will do the
job. These same washers do an excellent job of sealing the small and
leak-prone bolts used to secure the distributor flange to the back of the
cylinder head.

Jim Chadig

BMW = BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW - BMW -
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VARIOUS AND SUNDRIES

-4 PHOENIX OR PIG??

Article by Scott Mexic from the COONASS
COURIER, Bayou Chapter (Ed. Note: where
"Ed. Note" appears in this article, the
Ed. in question is Gwen Goodrich, Editor
of the COONASS COURIER.)

I guess 1 should call my can the
Guinea Pig instead of the Phoenix fon 1
have tried many different products on
L. 1 have found some of these products
very satisgactory, and some Lnferion to
the standard product that they neplaced.

KARZUNDPARTZ's PEAK PERFORMANCE
BRAKE PADS on my '73 2002 twwed out to
be very poor substitutes forn my Ferodo
brake pads. Karzundpartz promotes these
pads (#RPG-500 Duak Friction Disc Brake * * # % # # % # % % # % % % % % # # # * # %
pads that List gor $18.95) as outstanding pads. They have a dual Lining, with a differ-
ent compound on the outern part of the pad than on the inner part. The theorny is (that)
the outer part of the pad will come in contact with the disc at a higher speed than the
Annern park. Whike this all Looks good on paper, their pads don't work very well. My
pads crystollized while in Atlanta and now don't stop very well. 1 plan to retun to my
Ferodos, which 1 did not throw out (Luckily!).

The next item that 1 have tested on my car 45 the LUCAS SPORTS COIL. This ignition

ol L8 one of the finest ignition coils 1 have run across and seems to produce a highen
output then even the Bosch Blue. 1t helped cwrie my problem with plugs fouling in city
trafgic (remember, big Webens do not Like to drive in town.). 1 had been using the Bosch
Blue Coil with NGK BP6-ES spark plugs and if 1 got stuck in traffic with the air condi-
Lioning on fon mone than 10 minutes, my car would begin to spit and buck. Now that 1
have installed the Licas coil 1 do not have as severe a problem. 1 must admit that since
I installed it, 1 did get one set of gouled plugs, but that was due to a one hour and 45
minute traggic jam in the rain when Lt was almost 90 degrees. 1 would challenge any coil
Zo i?pnove on the Lucas. 1 purchased mine from Union Auto Supply on Howard Ave. for un-
der $15.00.

One note — with the Lucas coll you do have to chamge the kingpin wire from the
col to the distributon. The Lucas coil has a screw-in §4t indtead of the standard press
. This 48 a very sdmple operation, taking only about 10 minutes. One other note —
the Lucas coil, Like the Bosch Blue, 45 a 12 volt coil. On the older (pre '74) carns you
cam wsually see the resiston and fake your power from just befone the resistor. On the
newer carns, the entirne coll wire 48 a resistive wire. In this case, you must §ind

another source forn youwr power supply to the coil.. The incornect voltage can cause it o
pall.

KEN TODD

Sales Representative

I‘WBEsE;ILN-s PONTIAC CORPORATION
ASKIN RoaDp HoME 481.
VIRGINIA BEACH, Va, 23454 Bus. 42&3:5?
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About 7,000 miles ago 1 neplaced my standand Castrol §0/90 gearn oif with SYNTHOTL
MAGNUM 100 GEAR LUBRICANT. This product carries a SAE rating of §0W-90. This is a di-
estern ol. 1 purchased this Lubricant fron Aland of New York (see the Apnil ROUNDEL fox
thein address). This Lubricant claims that it can give Longer gear Life, betfer guel
economy, and smoother shigts. 1 have found that it increases the smoothness of the shift-
en, but I have not noticed any change in my fuel economy, even on a recent trhip to Atlanta.
I cannot say anything about its effect on gear Life, since 1 have used it forn such a shonrt
Lane, but since the shifts are smoother, 1T assume that it will help extend gearn Life.

nee £t 45 a synthetic ( a di-esten) it should be able to conduct heat betten and Live
better under adverse conditions than a standard trhansmission o4l
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